RECLAMATION DISTRICT 799
(Hotchkiss Tract)
PO Box 353/6325 Bethel Island Rd., Bethel Island, CA 94511
www.RD799.com

Regular Board Meeting

Thursday, March 26, 2026

REGULAR BOARD MEETING AT 6:00 PM

 Meeting Minutes

*denotes supporting documentation available electronically and at the Reclamation District 799 office.

1. Call to Order/Roll Call: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.  Present for the meeting were President Senior, Trustees Price, Mazotti, Lipary and Byrkit.

Others present at the meeting included District Manager Alvarez, Levee Superintendent Brunham and District Secretary Holder.

2. Election of Officers: After some discussion, the board decided to leave the officers the same. Trustee Senior will continue as Board President and Trustee Price will continue as Vice-President.

3. Public Comments: None

4. Consent Calendar: All lettered consent calendar items listed will be acted upon under one vote unless specifically removed from the consent calendar by a member of the Board.  
a. Meeting Minutes from the Regular Meeting on February 26, 2026, 6:00pm*
b. Warrant(s)*
c. Financial Report(s)*

A motion was made by Trustee Price and seconded by Trustee Byrkit to approve items a – c on the consent calendar.  The vote showed five trustees in favor.  Motion carried.

5. Discussion/Action Items:
a. Presentation by Department of Water Resources representatives regarding Phase II of the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project*

District Engineer Mirmazaheri gave a brief background on the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project.  It started about 20/25years ago from the Governor’s office and is still in the forefront today. It involves three parcels within the District’s jurisdiction. 

Katie Bandy, Program Manager for Department of Water Resources and Nathan Hershey, MBK Engineers representing RD 2137 are here to give a presentation on the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project.  Katie Bandy has been with DWR since 2018 when the first phase of the project was completed.  Since then, they have been working on gathering funding for the second phase of the project.  The Dutch Slough project covers about 1200 acres.   Now they begin on the third parcel, which is the Burroughs parcel, located in Hotchkiss Tract.  They are planning on building half the parcel. The whole parcel is about 447 acres.  

Nate Hershey, engineer for MBK and representee for RD 2137 stated that marsh grading and the canal will stay in place. The new levee being built will meet the (ULDC) Urban Levee Design Criteria. The levee will be built first.  District Manager Alvarez asked if the river water from the planned breach would negatively impact the northern portion of the project.  Mr. Hershey stated they have been monitoring three projects thus far. Reclamation District 799’s engineering team will also need to see the three studies. Getting the levee in first is the top priority. Everything north of the project will remain as is.  District Manager Alvarez asked if there were any plans to work on Pump Station #1.  The existing drainage area is 341 acres; when the project is complete there will be approximately 228 acres of drainage area.  That is a 33% reduction in drainage area. The District needs to see modeling of this concept.  DWR has no current plans for public access. City of Oakley may consider future public access.  The public was informed of future boating, fishing, camping and recreation 

District Manager Alvarez asked what the City of Oakley’s involvement in the project is.  Part of the property purchase grants the easements for trail access.  At this time that will need to be reconfigured.  Trustee Lipary asked if they would be able to keep the boaters out of the canals?  No, but it is navigable.  Probably not in our lifetime, but eventually the public will have access to these areas.

Scheduling - Structures were taken down last year. There is a big pile of concrete rubble from the structures that will be crushed and used for interior roads.  Trees need to be removed, and utility lines need to be relocated this year. The construction of the new levee will probably start this year and be completed next year.  Marsh grading may also start this year.  Planting will begin next year, and the levee breach completion target date is 2028. 

Post-construction - DWR will continue to own the land and maintain features within the wetland area and the irrigated pasture outside of the project.  Two options for maintenance were presented.  Option 1 is that DWR maintains the new levee through RD 2137 (no cost to RD 799).  Option 2 is that RD 799 assumes maintenance responsibility for the new levee with details to be negotiated. 

District Manager Alvarez asked who would do all the work with option #1.  Would the work be contracted out?  How would vegetation and beavers be handled? The motivation for the wetlands is a wonderful plan.  Option #2 really goes against what reclamation district stands for with our flood preparedness, flood avoidance and flood response. Any projects that come the District’s way are scrutinized as to how it will affect those three areas.  Any negative impacts must be mitigated.  Will this project enhance or dovetail with our district’s goals?  This is the beginning of this project and there are many unanswered questions that will need to be addressed.  In summary, this project will need to be mitigated many times before the final plan can begin.



b. Discussion of the Delta Stewardship Council’s (DSC) Consistency Determination and Findings associated with the District’s levee rehabilitation project funded by DWR (HO-24-1.0 SP) and consideration of authorizing staff (GEI) to file the Consistency Determination with DSC*

Mike Mirmazaheri stated that Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) was created back in 2009 to create The Delta Plan.  The Delta Plan projects need to protect flood control and the environment.  Reclamation District 799 is filing a Consistency Determination and Findings report to the DSC.  The process consists of filing the application and report.  There is a time frame of 30 days.  

A motion was made by Trustee Price and seconded by Trustee Lipary to authorize staff (GEI) to file the Consistency Determination with DSC.  The vote showed five trustees in favor.  Motion carried.

c. Discussion and consideration of authorizing the District Manager and the Office Manager to work with the District Engineer to finalize and submit the FY 2026-2027 Subventions Application*

A motion was made by Trustee Price and seconded by Trustee Mazotti to approve the District’s FY 2026-2027 Subventions Application and Authorize the District Manager and the Office Manager to work with the District Engineer to finalize and submit the FY 2026-2027 Subventions Application.  The vote showed five trustees in favor.  Motion carried.

d. Discussion and consideration of adoption of Resolution 2026-5 “Making a Determination Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for Participation in the 2026-2027 Delta Levee Maintenance Subventions Program” *
(i) Approve Resolution # 2026-5*
(ii) Approve Notice of Exemption*

A motion was made by Trustee Price and seconded by Trustee Lipary to adopt Resolution # 2026-5 “Making a Determination Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for Participation in the FY 2026-2027 Delta Levee Maintenance Subvention Program”.  The vote showed five trustees in favor.  Motion carried.

e. Update/report on Summer Lake North development by District Manager/District Engineer/District Legal Counsel

Summer Lake North (SLN)
Nothing has changed. Still waiting on permits, fire mitigation and ownership.  President Senior asked if the District is being compensated for the maintenance of the new Pump Station. District Manager stated there has been no maintenance, except for a couple of times.  What little time we have spent on it has been a learning experience for the staff.  

6. Permits – Discuss & Possible Action on all New and Pending Permits:
a. Report of approved permits for routine encroachments - none
b. Update on Potential Enforcement Actions - none

7. Engineer’s Report*

8. Information Items: 
Required Board Trustee Training*

Form 700 due April 1, 2026
All Form 700 for Reclamation District 799 have been completed.

9. Field Reports: 
a. District Manager Alvarez*
b. Levee Superintendent Brunham*
	
10. Office Manager’s Report* 	

11. Board President’s Report: None

12. Trustee Reports: None

13. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.

Minutes submitted by Secretary Holder.


Notice Is Hereby Given:

That the Board of Trustees will consider oral and written public comments.  The Chair may announce time limits and direct the focus of public comments for any given proposal.  For agenda items not requiring a formal motion, the Chair will announce the opening and closing of the public comments session.  If you wish to speak, please stand and state your name and address.  Please speak clearly and loud enough for everyone to hear.  “This agenda shall be made available upon request in alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12132) and the Ralph M. Brown Act (California Government Code 54954.2).  Persons requesting a disability related modification or accommodation in order to participate in the meeting should contact the District Secretary Dina Holder at (925) 684-2398, during regular business hours, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Monday - Friday, at least 24 hours prior to the time of the meeting.”  Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Trustees after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the District office located at 6325 Bethel Island Rd. Bethel Island, CA 94511


RD 799 Board adopted on May 7, 2026
